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Bill Staine’s reputation among folk
music folk is legendary and enduring:
in almost every folk venue across the
country Bill’s performances set atten-
dance records; at folk sing-arounds
Bill’s songs are the ones everybody
knows. Many of his most well-known
songs, including “The Roseville Fair,”
“River,” “Wild, Wild Heart,” “Yellow-
stone Winds,” and “A Place in the
Choir (All God’s Critters)” have been
covered by such artists as Nanci
Griffith, Jerry Jeff Walker, Grandpa
Jones, Fairport Convention, Priscilla
Herdman, and Gordon Bok.

After 40 years of recording, travel-
ing, and singing, he continues to re-
ward audiences. Don’t miss his Madi-
son performance, Saturday, March 4 at
the First United Methodist Church.

The American landscape has been
a major theme for this New Hamp-
shire-based singer-songwriter. His
songs reflect on the personalities,
lifestyle, and environment of open
places in the American West. Staines
hails from Lexington, Massachusetts.
As a youngster in the early ’60s, he was
heavily inspired by the folk scene in
Boston and Cambridge. He gained no-
toriety as a songwriter when Randy
Burns and the Skydog band recorded
his first original song, “That’s the Way
It’s Going to Go in Time,” in 1966. He

released his debut album, Bag of Rain-
bows, the same year. A self-taught,
finger-style, acoustic guitarist, Staines
was heavily influenced by the playing
of Jackie Washington and by Tom
Paxton. Staines uses a right-handed
Martin D-18 guitar that he turns over
and plays left-handed.

Staines weaves a gentle blend of
wit and humor into his performances,
and as one reviewer wrote, “He has a
sense of timing to match the best
standup comic.” Interspersed between
his own songs, he performs songs rang-
ing from traditional folk tunes to more
contemporary country ballads, and he

delights in having the audience par-
ticipate in many of the numbers. He’s
been known to yodel a tune or two—
having won the National Yodeling
Championship in 1975 at the Kerrville
Folk Festival in Kerrville, Texas.

Staines has been increasingly in-
spired by his experiences as an ama-
teur pilot. His 1995 album, Looking for
the Wind, included several aviation-
themed songs. In 1993, Staines com-
posed “The Alaska Suite,” an instru-
mental, 15-tune suite for strings and
brass that was inspired by his many
flights to Alaska. Staines’ song, “A
Place in the Choir (All God’s Critters)”
has become a children’s music classic.
In 1993, he released an album of
children’s songs, The Happy Wan-
derer, that included “The Hound Dog
Song” and “I Can Feel the Sweet Winds
Blowing (Bless My Soul)” as well as
interpretations of “Home on the
Range,” “The Gypsy Rover,” and
“Kookaburra.”

Cincinnati-based national touring
performer Joe Jencks will perform as
the opening act. Jencks is touring to
promote the release of Rise As One, his
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Bill Staines, Joe Jencks perform March 4

Joe Jencks

Bill Staines

Coming in April, Susan Werner brings her remarkable ability with both
piano and guitar. Those talents coupled with a song writing language all her

own and a sure command of the stage combine to
make her one of the most riveting performers on the
acoustic circuit. Susan's return visit to Madison is
eagerly anticipated. Her musical influences are di-
verse—Jacques Brel, Joni Mitchell, Thelonius Monk,
Sting, and Nanci Griffith, among others. Her songs
range from pop/rock to folk ballad to cabaret, but all
share a precision of language and mastery of detail that
single her out on the acoustic scene. An Iowa native
with a master's degree in classical voice from Temple

University, Susan Werner is redefining the acoustic genre and gaining
admirers around the country. For more information about Susan, watch for
the April Newsletter or check out her web site at: www.susanwerner.com.

Susan Werner on Mad Folk Stage April 1
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first live CD, featuring performances
of songs from the labor movement
written by Woody Guthrie, John

McCutcheon, Anne Feeney, Florence
Reece, himself, and others. Victory
Music Review calls the recording  “Raw,
simple, genuine, and true… a power-
ful affirmation of the worth of

Everyman. It builds and restores and
provides much-needed clarity and
hope.” Jencks has won national awards
and recognition for his songs about
working people and for his unique
merging of musical beauty, social con-
sciousness, and spiritual exploration.
He blends humor with sincerity in his
powerful and provocative perfor-
mances. Jencks has shared the stage
with folk luminaries including Pete
Seeger, Holly Near, John McCutcheon,
Utah Phillips, and Pat Humphries. A
conservatory trained vocalist, Jencks
has studied classical and contempo-
rary performance styles as well as cho-
ral conducting at the undergraduate
and graduate level.

Join MadFolk in welcoming Bill
Staines and Joe Jencks, when we gather
for another wonderful evening of mu-
sic and stories. The concert starts at 8
p.m. Tickets are available at Borders
Books East and West, B-Side Compact
Discs & Tapes, Orange Tree Imports,
Spruce Tree Music, and Step-N-Brew–
Odana Road and are $14 in advance
and $16 day of show. For more infor-
mation on these performers, visit
www.acousticmusic.com/staines  and
www.joejencks.com.

(continued from front page)

Staines, Jencks


