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John Gorka and Amilia K Spicer
Mad Folk Concert Tickets
When you see this symbol  – e  
– you’ll know that you’re read-
ing about a Mad Folk sponsored 
event. Advance tickets for Mad 
Folk shows are available online 
at www.madfolk.org and at these 
outlets:

• Orange Tree Imports, 1721 Mon-
roe Street

• Spruce Tree Music, 851 East 
Johnson

Purchase tickets ONLINE for Mad
Folk concerts via Brown Paper
Tickets (with $1.62 service 
charge):
https://www.brownpapertickets.
com/producer/10879
You can also purchase advance 
tickets by mail. Send a stamped self-
addressed envelope with your check 
payable to Mad Folk, PO Box 665, 
Madison, WI 53701. If all else fails, call 
608-846-9214 for information.

On May 5, MadFolk is very proud 
to present the extraordinary songwriter 
and singer, John Gorka. 

Originally from New Jersey and for 
years now a Minnesotan, John Gorka 
is a world-renowned singer songwriter, 
a standout in the seminal group which 
was formed in New York City during 
the 70’s and early 80’s.  John’s stun-
ningly soulful baritone voice and origi-
nal songwriting have gone on to inspire 
budding songwriters around the coun-
try. Those who had at one time inspired 
him, Suzanne Vega, Bill Morrissey, 
Nanci Griffith, Christine Lavin, Shawn 
Colvin, have become his peers.  

All these years later, a reference to 
fine wine is apt, as John’s songs and 
stories just get richer with the years.  
His self-effacing stage presence and 
humorous stores balance with keen 
social commentary and thoughtful ob-
servations.  

Join us in welcoming John Gorka 
back to Madison, to witness a fine mu-
sician, songwriter and entertainer at 
the peak of his powers.

The concert at The Brink Lounge, 
701 E. Washington at 7pm on May 5.  
Buy tickets online at MADFOLK.ORG, 
Orange Tree Imports and Spruce Tree 
Music.

at The Brink May 5

A Taste of Bluegrass: Instrument Workshop
Instructor: Jonathan Peik
If you’ve ever wanted to try out bluegrass but weren’t sure 
where to start, here’s your chance. Learn about bluegrass 
fundamentals and try your hand at playing banjo, guitar, 
mandolin, bass, and fiddle. All participants will get a chance to 
try out each instrument and even play some songs. Complete 
beginners welcome, instruments provided. Low pressure, big 
fun!
Tuesday, July 31, 6:30-9pm
Cost: $45
Location: James Reeb Unitarian, 2146 E. Johnson St., 
Madison WI
Registration / information: https://continuingstudies.
wisc.edu/classes/bluegrass-instrument-workshop/
Question? Jessica Courtier: 608-890-3626 / 
jessica.courtier@wisc.edu



Subterrene - caSey neill & the norway ratS

incident recordingS - 2018

Review by Kiki Schueler

melody, clever wordplay and perfect back-
ing vocals.  “In a railroad apartment in the 
summer heat, you were drunk, strung out 
on another guy, you tasted sweet, I died 
a little more, I died.”  It’s hard to describe, 
but somehow like “Tainted Love” reborn 
in fascinating, heartbreaking fashion.  The 
second is “In the Swim,” featuring Scott 
McCaughey.  It’s McCaughey’s back-
ing vocals that elevate this song from 
excellent to transcendent, and it was 
surely this contribution that earned 
him a co-write credit alongside Neill 
and Lyster.  Half the time he’s echo-
ing Neill, the other half he’s having a 
conversation with him.  “If I lose my-
self come find me,” Neill sings in the 
chorus, “stop and listen” replies Mc-
Caughey the first time, “my mission is 
clear,” the next.  Neill continues “And 
if I stray off course remind me.”  The 
answers come back, “of course I lis-
ten,” and then later, “there’s someone 
still here.”  It’s been awhile since I’ve 
been that affected by a vocal pairing, 
I get serious shivers every time I hear 
it.  (I should also mention that REM’s 
Peter Buck lends his guitar stylings to 
the tune.)

The spell of those two songs is rea-
son enough to check out Subterrene, 
but that’s certainly not the only one.  
There’s the desolate “Darken Down,” 
which perfectly captures the hypnot-
ic effect of late night driving on de-
serted highways.  “I’m wide awake,” he 
claims, “on the surface of the moon… 
I’m wide awake, on a two lane black-
top, can’t drive fast enough.”  Ciga-
rettes and Red Bull, manic DJs and 
brimstone broadcast preachers are all 
part of the trip.  The unlikely, but also 
gorgeous and epic, “The Murderers 
Show Mercy” finds assassins turning 
over a new leaf.  The equally haunted 
“Moving Through the Trees” asks re-
peatedly “was there ever a blood so 
red, as the blood on my right shoul-
der?”  Though you never know if the 
blood is his or someone else’s.  The 

I debated whether or not Casey Neill 
& the Norway Rats were folk enough for 
the Mad Folk Newsletter.  Eventually I 
did what any good reviewer would do; I 
looked Neill up on Wikipedia. There it was- 
“genre: folk-punk.”  And that was good 
enough for me, especially since I haven’t 
been able to listen to anything else since I 
picked up the CD at SXSW, where he had 
it a week ahead of the release date.  Neill’s 
earlier work, going all the way back to 
the rollicking, Pogues-channeling 1995 
release RiffRaff (whose title track’s chorus 
“Hurray for the Riff Raff!” had to be the in-
spiration for the band of the same name), 
leaned heavily on Celtic music as well as 
folk and punk, but Subterrene finds him 
moving on.  From the sweeping orchestral 
beauty of opening track “My Beloved Ac-
complice” to the trippy techno flourishes 
of the immortal closer “Deathless,” the re-
cord is instantly memorable, immediately 
likeable, and immensely satisfying.  Neill 
doesn’t do it on his own, his band is an im-
portant part of what makes these songs 
work.  Norway rat is another name for the 
brown or sewer rat, but these musicians 
are anything but common.  They include 
drummer Joe Mengis, bassist Jesse Emer-
son, Jenny Conlee Drizos of the Decem-
berists on keyboards, and Chet Lyster of 
the Eels on guitar.

On first listen, two tracks immediately 
stand out.  The first of these is the addic-
tive “Savages,” a master’s class in tune-
smithery, an intoxicating elixir of swirling 

futuristic “Siphoners” paints a Mad Max-
esque, post-apocalyptic scene which also 
feels oddly contemporary.  Sigh, it’s just all 
so good.  Hopefully by next month I will 
have been able to put this CD aside long 
enough to listen to at least one other re-
cord, but I can’t make any promises.

Mad Folk News is published monthly by the 
Madison Folk Music Society, a non-profit, 
volunteer-led society dedicated to fostering 
folk music in the Madison area. 
Contact us at madfolk@charter.net.Learn 
about concerts, membership, scholarships, 
and volunteer opportunities at 
www.madfolk.org. 
www.facebook.com/pages/Madison-Folk-
Music-Society/34497984835
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