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Summer Sing-alongs are Back! Mad Folk Concert Tickets
When you see this symbol  – ee 
– you’ll know that you’re read-
ing about a Mad Folk sponsored 
event. Advance tickets for Mad 
Folk shows are available online 
at www.madfolk.org and at these 
outlets:

• Orange Tree Imports, 1721 Mon-
roe Street

• Spruce Tree Music, 851 East 
Johnson

Purchase tickets ONLINE for Mad
Folk concerts via Brown Paper
Tickets (with $1.62 service 
charge):
https://www.brownpapertickets.
com/producer/10879
You can also purchase advance 
tickets by mail. Send a stamped self-
addressed envelope with your check 
payable to Mad Folk, PO Box 665, 
Madison, WI 53701. If all else fails, call 
608-846-9214 for information.

Following a decade-long tradition, 
Mad Folk will host Summer Sing-alongs 
at Blue Mounds State Park.  The all-ages 
summer sings will be held at 7:30 pm the 
third Friday of June and August, and the 
fourth Friday in July at the main shelter at 
the top of the hill at the park.   Tim Sharpe 
and Rex Loker will co-lead the first June 
15th sing. The view of the setting sun is 
usually magnificent from that vantage 
point, and the company is great.  All are 
welcome to come early (6:30 pm) and 
join in a potluck picnic at the tables in the 
shelter. 

Copies of the song lyric books Rise 
Up Singing and Rise Again will be avail-
able so that everyone can participate.  All 
are invited to bring their folk instruments, 
especially their voice boxes!

Although a state park daily or annual 

sticker is required to enter the park, the 
Sing-alongs are free, thanks to the Madi-
son Folk Music Society and Friends of 
Blue Mounds State Park’s sponsorship, 
and the song leaders’ generous contribu-
tion of their time and talent.    

So mark your calendars for June 
15th, July 27, and August 17.

In case of dangerous weather condi-
tions, the sings will be moved to the in-
door Friends of Blue Mounds shelter, to 
which the gatekeepers can direct you.

To get to Blue Mounds State Park 
from the Madison area, take 18-151 west 
from the Beltline.  After passing turnoffs 
for Verona, Mount Horeb, and the Cave 
of the Mounds, turn right on Highway F, 
and then left on ID, following brown state 
park signs right through the village of 
Blue Mounds and on up the hill.

A Taste of Bluegrass: Instrument 
Workshop
Instructor: Jonathan Peik
If you’ve ever wanted to try out bluegrass 
but weren’t sure where to start, here’s your 
chance. Learn about bluegrass fundamen-

tals and try your hand at playing banjo, guitar, mandolin, bass, and fiddle. All 
participants will get a chance to try out each instrument and even play some 
songs. Complete beginners welcome, instruments provided. Low pressure, big 
fun!
Tuesday, July 31, 6:30-9pm
Cost: $45
Location: James Reeb Unitarian, 2146 E. Johnson St., Madison WI
Registration / information: https://continuingstudies.wisc.edu/classes/
bluegrass-instrument-workshop/
Question? Jessica Courtier: 608-890-3626 / 
jessica.courtier@wisc.edu

Ken Lonnquist will be anchor-
ing a summer-long series of folk 
shows at The School Grounds 
Coffee House in Cottage Grove 
on their outdoor deck.  Each show 
will follow a Door-County-style 
Friday Fish Boil.  Ken’s shows will 
be focused on particular albums 
or themes.  The Stellanovas, The 
Bindlestiffs and The Honey Pies, 
among others, will also be part of 
the summer series. 

In addition, an every-other-
Saturday morning family brunch 
show will run from 10 - 11:30 AM.

Family music will also be part 
of the summer proceedings.  In addi-
tion to the fish boil extravaganzas, an 
every-other-Saturday morning family 
brunch concert will run from 10 - 11:30 
AM.  I’ll be following the same ALBUM or 
THEMATIC focus (Welcome 2 Kenland, 
Earthy Songs, Lost Songs Of Kenland, 
etc.).

Hope you’ll come out and support 
this great new venue for acoustic music!  
And… come willing to sing!

A Summer Series At 
A Charming Venue!



AmericA’s FAvorite Folk singer - rAmblin’ deAno

selF releAsed - 2018

Review by Kiki Schueler

worn, lament, but Schlabowske isn’t whin-
ing, he’s just pointing out the obvious.  And 
it isn’t just the music business, it’s all the arts.  
“Long, long years in college in debt for my 
degree, I’m writing for the paper, the one 
nobody reads.  I’m following the money but 
a ghost is hard to see.  The truth you have to 
pay for, while the bullshit it is free.”  There’s 
an obvious political bent, witness “The 
President is Out of His Goddamn Mind,” 
but it is balanced with whimsy (“Danny 
Built a Spaceship”), humor (“The Racist 
Barber”), and clever twists on the tradi-
tional folk song.  In the case of the for-
mer, he scores points for a great open-
ing line, “I had to work on Labor Day, 
the irony is not lost on me.  Kinda takes 
the joy out of getting drunk on Sun-
day.”  Despite the title, the song actu-
ally focuses more on the shortcomings 
of the narrator and his generation, es-
pecially when compared to the “great-
est generation” of the 60’s, than on the 
headlines proclaiming the song’s title.

Ramblin’ Deano’s answer to “This 
Land is Your Land” is the grumpy old 
man complaint “Get Off My Land.”    He 
laments the plight of the working man 
and the shortage of good jobs in “Ful-
fillment Center,” where he points out 
that it “is ironically named.”  Without 
naming any names, he makes it clear 
that working for Amazon (“anything 
you can dream of can be put in a box, 
made in the East by kids and robots”) 
was not the future he was promised.  It 
also signals the end of the traditional 
factory job, “At 6 am third shift bars 
open their doors.  They fill up though 
there ain’t a third shift no more.”  “The 
Corporate Band” details the one way a 
person can make money in the music 
business, as a band for hire.  “Dressed 
to the nines, we play the tunes you 
should hear.  We’re easy on the eyes, 
we’re easy on the ears.”  The a capella 
“Racist Barber” gives you a choice be-
tween paying too much at “the salon, 
or the retro hipster barber with the in-
die soundtrack on,” or getting a haircut 

Dean Schlabowske picked a funny time 
for a solo record, and an unabashedly folk 
record at that.  Not only has he spent his en-
tire musical career as a member of a band, 
but it isn’t exactly a lucrative move.  He 
admits as much on “There’s No Money in 
this Game,” track two of America’s Favorite 
Folk Singer.  Schlabowske is probably best 
known as a member of the gloriously un-
hinged and high energy insurgent country 
band The Waco Brothers, the flagship band 
of Chicago’s Bloodshot Records.  Over the 
years he also fronted the similar leaning 
Dollar Store, and most recently TV White, 
formed while he was living in Austin as an 
“outlet for his noisier pop side.”  With Folk 
Singer, under the moniker Ramblin’ Deano, 
he strips things down, way down, record-
ing the guitar and vocals on his computer 
using one cheap microphone.  Its lo-fi ori-
gins are pretty obvious, but that is just part 
of the charm.  For now the songs the songs 
are available to stream or download for free, 
with the hopes that if you like it you’ll con-
sider hitting the “donate” button.  If enough 
folks do, volume two just might be a high 
production affair.

The trick this record pulls off so well is 
that it sounds like its inspiration, the folk 
revival records of the 50’s and 60’s (Bob 
Dylan is an obvious reference), but the lyr-
ics are quite definitely of the moment.  The 
afore-mentioned “There’s No Money in this 
Game” bemoans the state of the music 
business, “I’m dying of exposure since they 
set the music free.”   It’s a well known, well 

that may come with unwanted opinions.
Schlabowske claims that the songs are 

built around simple chord progressions, 
but they sure don’t sound simple to me.  He 
also claims he doesn’t know why at 52 he 
decided to become a solo artist, but I think 
I do.  We needed these songs, we just didn’t 
know it.

Mad Folk News is published monthly by the 
Madison Folk Music Society, a non-profit, 
volunteer-led society dedicated to fostering 
folk music in the Madison area. 
Contact us at madfolk@charter.net.Learn 
about concerts, membership, scholarships, 
and volunteer opportunities at 
www.madfolk.org. 
www.facebook.com/pages/Madison-Folk-
Music-Society/34497984835
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If you are on Facebook, please consider (if you have not already) “friending” or is it “liking” this page. 
Then when you are on this page you can invite others to “like” this page.
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